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Tanvi Batra: The 146 to 189 ISAT Mastery
Blueprint

How an ICSE Student Eliminated Critical Reasoning Ambiguity, Conquered 108-Second Mental Math Decay, and
Secured University of Adelaide & Monash Medical Offers.

University of Adelaide
146 (48th %ile) 189 (99th %ile) The Shri Ram School, Aravali, (BMedSt/MD) & Monash
Tanvi Batra QR: 151 | CR: 141 QR: 192 | CR: 186 Gurgaon University Medicine

1. Primary Diagnostic Hurdles & Forensic Error Audit

When Tanvi joined EduQuest 7 months before Window 2 testing, her baseline diagnostic test yielded a 146. A deep psychometric audit
isolated three core breakdown points:

« Verbal Ambiguity & Trap Susceptibility (CR): Tanvi struggled to differentiate between an author's explicit premise and implicit
assumptions in sociological and ethical passages. She repeatedly selected 'attractive plausible distractors' that were factually true but
logically unproven by the text.

« Cognitive Fatigue at Question 65+: Over the 180-minute non-stop ProctorU session, Tanvi's accuracy dropped from 82% during the
first 60 minutes down to 48% in the final 45 minutes due to continuous mental calculation strain.

* Over-Calculating Without a Calculator (QR): Rather than using bounding heuristics and fractional estimations, Tanvi manually
computed 3-decimal long divisions on scratch paper, wasting up to 3.5 minutes on single data interpretation graphs.

2. Strategic Interventions & The 99th-Percentile Toolkit

* The Core-Claim & Polarity Filter: EduQuest trained Tanvi to highlight the central predicate of every Critical Reasoning passage before
examining answer choices. By ruling out choices with extreme polarity (‘all', 'invariably', ‘wholly responsible’), her CR error rate dropped by
68%.

* The 108-Second Two-Pass Protocol: Tanvi was conditioned to execute the 100 questions in two distinct sweeps. Pass 1: complete 75
straightforward questions in 115 minutes, banking high-confidence marks. Pass 2: allocate 55 minutes strictly to the 25 complex multi-axis
graphs and ethical dilemmas.

« Zero-Calculator Bounding Heuristics: Replacing long-division arithmetic with reciprocal approximations (e.g., converting 0.166 into
1/6, and using order-of-magnitude bounding) allowed Tanvi to solve multi-variable proportional reasoning problems in under 60 seconds.
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3. 16-Week Diagnostic to Exam Day Progression

QR Scaled CR Scaled Overall ISAT Primary Focus & Refinements

Week 1 (Diagnostic) Baseline test; severe timing failure on final 20 questions.

Eliminated extreme option traps; established mental
Week 6 (Mid-Phase) 172 164 168 math shortcuts.

Implemented 2-pass pacing; cognitive fatigue managed
Week 12 (Full Mocks) 184 178 181 under proctor conditions.

Top 1% internationally; direct medicine offers from
Official ACER Test 192 (99th %ile) 186 (98th %ile) 189 (99th %ile) Adelaide & Monash.

TANVI'S ADVICE TO FUTURE ISAT APPLICANTS:

‘The biggest mistake you can make is treating the ISAT like school science exams. You cannot memorize formulas and expect a 180+. It is
pure cognitive processing speed and bias control. EduQuest taught me how ACER creates distractor options and how to read the test from
the question-setter’s perspective. That shift in mindset made all the difference.’
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